
490 Unit 8: Assessment

MODULE 23
ASSESSING 
STUDENT 
LEARNING

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
What Is Assessment?

•	 Purposes of Assessment in Education

•	 Types of Assessments
➊	 Define assessment and describe its many purposes. 

Planning Assessments

•	 Choice of Assessments

•	 Objective and Performance Assessments
➋	 Contrast the major advantages and disadvantages of objective 

assessments and performance assessments. 

Evaluating Student Performance

•	 Scoring Procedures for Performance 

Assessments

•	 Grading Procedures

➌	 Describe the tools used to score performance tasks, and explain the 

limitations of scoring performance assessments.

➍	 Describe the three main types of grading procedures and explain their 

advantages and limitations. 

Communicating Assessment Information

•	 Report Cards

•	 Parent–Teacher Communication
➎	 Describe the different types of report cards, and explain how teachers 

can open the lines of communication with parents regarding their 

children’s progress.

Applications: Implementing Valid and 

Meaningful Assessments
➏	 Describe the principles for implementing valid and meaningful 

assessments.

WHAT IS ASSESSMENT?

➊	 Define assessment and describe its many purposes. 

In education, you hear the term assessment used in many contexts. Elementary school teach-
ers may conduct an assessment of a student’s oral reading fluency by listening to the child 
read aloud. Students in all grades take tests and quizzes or submit portfolios as assessments to 
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